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Maesteg  Urban  District  Council. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Yital  Statistics  of  your  Urban 
District  during  the  year  1925. 

In  so  doing  I would  respectfully  draw  your  attention  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  269  (Wales),  which  provides  for 
the  simplification  of  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers.  The 
Circular  states  that  Annual  Reports  of  a full  and  detailed 
character  (referred  to  as  “Survey  Reports”)  will  normally  be  re- 
quired at  intervals  of  not  more  than  five  years. 

The  present  is  my  Second  Survey  Report,  my  first,  having 
been  submitted  in  1921.  The  whole  of  the  work  appertaining  to 
my  Department  is  covered  as  fully  as  possible,  and  I trust  that 
my  Report  will  receive  that  kind  consideration  which  you  have 
always  afforded  its  predecessors. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres 

6,709 

Population  in  1925  (from  Registry 

Office,  Somerset  House) 

29,850 

Population — 1921  Census 

28,960 

,,  1911  Census 

24,977 

,,  1901  Census 

15,015 

,,  1891  Census 

9,471 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  1925 

5,119 

Approximate  Number  of  Separate  Families 

6,196 

or  Separate  Occupiers  in  1925 

Rateable  Yalue  in  1925  ...  ...£93,528  0 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

335  17 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
Births—  Total.  Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  ...  G46  335  311 

Illegitimate  ...  20  12  8 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)...22.31 

Heaths — 

Total,  329  ; Males,  169  ; Females,  100;  Heath  Rate,  11.04. 
Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Child- 
Birth  ...  8. 

Heaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  per  1,000  births  : — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  84.08 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  7.92 


Total...  92.00 


Heaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  12 

Heaths  from  Whooping-Cough  (all  ages)  13 
Heaths  from  Biarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  9 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 


The  Urban  Bistrict  of  Maesteg  is  contained  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Llynfi  4 alley.  The  Valley  is  comparatively  wide, 
running  approximately  north  and  south,  and  is  bounded  on  all 
?irFs,  except  the  south,  by  rugged  mountains.  The  cul-de-sac 
thus  formed  slopes  towards  the  outlet  end,  the  northern  boundary 
being  984  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  southern  boundary  334 
feet.  The  recognised  centre  of  the  town,  about  midway  between 
these  two  points,  is  426  feet  above  sea  level,  and  at  the  widest 
point  of  the  valley.  The  River  Llynfi  bisects  the  district  longi- 
tudinally for  a length  of  about  four  miles.  The  upper  portion  of 
the  valley  on  both  sides  of  the  river  is  divided  into  the  Caerau 
and  A antyffyllon  Wards,  with  respective  areas  of  1,801  and  701 
acres,  whilst  in  the  lower  portion  the  river  forms  the  dividing 
line  between  the  East  and  West  Wards,  with  areas  of  2,202  and 
*c,U0o  acres  respectively. 


. , lhe  chief  means  of  exit  from  and  entrance  to  the  district 
is  by  way  of  the  main  road  to  Bridgend,  leaving  the  district  at 
the  southern  end.  I am  pleased  to  record  that  since  my  last 
ourvey  Report  the  road  leaving  the  district  towards  Port  Talbot 
and  the  west  has  been  reconstructed,  and  is  largely  used  by 

™^WtraffiC‘  ,,L+nf"vtllnately>  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
oad  leading  north  to  Cymmer;  although  I learn  that  extensive 
improvements  are  contemplated  in  the  near  future. 


The  valley  is  thickly  populated  for  its  entire  length.  The 
staple  industry  of  the  district  is  coal-mining,  upon  which  the 
e ol  all  the  inhabitants  depends.  The  collieries  are  not 
however,  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  inhabited  parts  of  the 
district  as  is  usually  the  case  in  the  South  Wales  coal-mining 
valleys,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  town  is  therefore  much 
cleaner  than  m other  mining  districts. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

r A comparison  of  the  statistics  relating  to  this  aspect  of  the 
district  during  the  five  years  covered  by  this  Survey  Report 
reveals  the  effect  of  the  industrial  depression  in  the  South  Wales 
Coalfield.  Ihe  normal  rate  of  increase  in  population  has  been 
letaided,  and  there  is  clear  evidence  of  the  increasing  number 
of  workers  and  families  migrating  to  more  flourishing  industrial 
centres  and  to  the  Colonies. 

this  failure  to  maintain  the  normal  development  is  not, 
however,  sufficiently  marked  to  materially  lessen  the  shortage  of 
housing  accommodation,  and  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Local 
Authority  and  private  builders  have  done  little  to  relieve  condi- 
tions which  are  far  from  satisfactory.  In  this  connection  I 
would  mention  that  the  number  of  houses  built  by  private  enter- 
prise is  disappointingly  low.  No  doubt  the  low  average  wage 
paid  totlie  colliery  worker  detracts  from  the  value  of  the  Govern- 
ment Subsidy  in  areas  similar  to  our  own  as  a solution  of  the 
housing  problem.  Realising  this,  I feel  that  the  Council  should 
renew  their  efforts  to  provide  directly  for  the  pressing  needs  of 
their  district. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  existing  houses  shows 
an  improvement,  but  the  desired  standard  cannot  be  attained 
until  the  overcrowding  is  abated. 

I am  very  pleased,  however,  to  record  a considerable  im- 
provement in  the  social  amenities  of  the  district  in  the  additional 
facilities  provided  for  recreation  purposes.  The  financial  assist- 
ance rendered  by  the  Miners  Welfare  Fund  has  rendered  pos- 
sible the  inauguration  of  a scheme  which  will,  I feel  sure,  have 
an  uplifting  moral  influence  on  the  district,  in  addition  to  im- 
proving the  general  standard  of  health.  I refer  particularly  to 
the  Recreation  Grounds  at  Garth  and  Maesteg,  which  have 
opened  to  the  inhabitants  opportunities  for  healthy  exercise,  the 
lack  of  which  I had,  in  my  previous  Survey  Report,  so  strongly 
deplored.  I am  pleased  to  note  that  these  schemes  are  being 
developed  and  extended,  and  that  the  urgent  need  for  equal 
facilities  in  the  upper  part  of  the  district  is  by  no  means  being 
ignored. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidized  by  Local  Authority 
or  County  Council. 

(1)  TUBERCULOSIS:  Institutions  maintained  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  and  the  Welsh  Memorial  Association 
are  available  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuber- 
culosis. 

(2)  MATERNITY  : A private  residence  within  the  district 
has  been  acquired  bjr  the  Local  Authority,  and  converted  into  a 
Maternity  Home.  Patients  are  admitted  on  payment  of  fees,  but 
in  exceptional  cases  free  admission  is  granted.  There  is  at 
present  accommodation  for  eight  patients. 

(3)  CHILDREN : The  Glamorgan  County  Council  pro- 
vides for  the  care  and  treatment  of  deformed  and  mentally  defec- 
tive children. 

(4)  FEVER : The  Isolation  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the 
Local  Authority,  and  is  situated  in  a favourable  position  within 
the  district,  at  an  altitude  of  (>50ft.  above  sea  level.  There  is 
accommodation  for  40  patients— 20  Diphtheria,  and  20  Scarlet 
Fever.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  nursing  of  Enteric  and 
other  Fever  cases. 

(5)  SMALL-POX  : A temporary  structure  was  built  some 
years  ago  by  the  Local  Authority.  This  hospital  is  now  ren- 
dered ineffective  owing-  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  General 
Hospital.  The  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  is  a 
matter  which  should  receive  the  attention  of  the  Local  Author- 
ity. 


((i)  GENERAL:  The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  is  main- 
tained by  public  subscriptions,  and  is  an  excellent  institution  of 
its  kind.  The  equipment  is  well  up  to  modern  requirements,  and 
the  recently-opened  operating  theatre  compares  very  favourably 
vith  those  of  much  larger  institutions.  There  is  accommodation 
for  44  patients. 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS,  ETC. 

The  Bridgend  and  Cowbridge  Union  Infirmary  at  Bridgend 
provides  for  the  admission  of  unmarried  mothers  to  the  Mater- 
nity Ward  of  the  Infirmary.  Provision  is  made  at  the  Cottage 

1 e ss ' chi  1 dren ^ IU  ’ >y  tlxe  Guardians,  for  illegitimate  and  home- 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  ICR  IN  EEC  ITOI  S DISEASES:  A motor  ambulance 
is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  removal  of  Infectious 
Diseases  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  FOR  NON-INFECTIOUS  and  ACCIDENT  CASES: 
A motor  ambulance  is  provided  in  connection  with  the  General 
Hospital,  Maesteg,  and  further  aumbulances  are  maintained  at 
the  local  Collieries  to  deal  with  cases  of  accident. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  provided,  as  re- 
ported elsewhere,  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  County  Council 
provide  a School  Clinic  and  a Clinic  for  Tuberculosis,  under  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association.  The  nearest  clinics  for 
the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  at  Port  Talbot  and  Ponty- 
pridd. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

No  provision  is  made  by  either  the  Local  Authority  or  the 
County  Council  for  general  or  infectious  disease  nursing  in  the 
home,  this  class  of  nursing  being  left  to  nurses  in  private  practice 
and  those  obtained  from  nursing  centres. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  are  2G  midwives  practising  within  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict, of  whom  23  are  trained  midwives.  No  subsidy  is  granted 
to  these  midwives  by  the  Local  Authority. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

All  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  are  undertaken 
by  the  Staff  of  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
towards  the  upkeep  of  which  the  Local  Authority  make  an 
annual  contribution.  Samples  of  water  and  milk  are  sent  for 
analysis  from  time  to  time,  and,  as  occasions  arise,  specimens  of 
blood  are  sent  for  examination.  Swabs  taken  from  all  Diph- 
theria patients  prior  to  discharge  from  the  Isolation  Hospital 
are  also  sent  for  analysis. 
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adoptive  acts. 

The  following  Adoptive”  Acts  are  in  force  within  the 
Urban  District:  — 

Private  Street  IV orks  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (except  Part  1 V . 

thereof). 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  II.,  III., 

IV.,  V.,  VI.,  and  X. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  and  V. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Bye-laws  in  respect  of  the  under-mentioned  are  in  force  in 
the  Urban  District:  — 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

2.  Common  Lodging-Houses. 

3.  Houses  let  in  lodgings. 

4..  Slaughter-houses. 

5.  Keeping  of  Animals,  etc. 

G.  Cleansing  of  Footways,  Privies,  etc. 

7.  Tallow  Melters. 

8.  Omnibuses. 

9.  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

The  amended  Model  Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets  and 
Buildings  have  been  adopted,  and  are  now  in  force.  They  are 
what  are  known  as  the  “Urban  Series”  of  the  Model  Bye-laws 
slightly  modified  and  adapted  to  local  circumstances. 

There  are  many  features  of  the  new  Bye-laws  which  form  a 
vast  improvement  upon  those  which  they  supplant,  and  I note 
here  with  pleasure  that  Clause  13,  relating  to  control  of  the 
elevation  of  houses  built  within  100  yards  of  the  River  Llynfi, 
is  one  that  will  end  to  prevent,  in  the  future,  dampness  to  foun- 
dations and  flooding  of  houses. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  administration  of  the  water  supply  has,  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  Report,  passed  from  the  Local  Authority 
to  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  The  latter  authority  are 
now  constructing  two  new  service  reservoirs,— one  at  Caerau, 
and  the  other  near  the  Red  Cow  Cottages,  which  should  ensure 
an  abundant  supply  of  water.  The  quality  of  water  supplied  has 
maintained  its  purity,  and  the  various  sources  are  reasonably 
free  from  contamination. 

I he  liability  of  the  water  (which  is  a soft  one)  to  plumbo- 
solvent  action  is  counteracted  by  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
lead  service  pipes  for  domestic  supplies. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  and  streams  of  the  Area  are  comparatively  free 
from  pollution,  except  in  a few  cases  where  colliery  tips  are  in 
close  proximity  to  the  river  or  stream.  The  practice  amongst 
householders  of  throwing  ashes  and  other  house  refuse  into  the 
river  is  still  prevalent,  and  I am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
only  method  of  checking  same  is  to  institute  Police  Court  pro- 
ceedings against  all  offenders.  fluring  the  year  two  such 
offenders  were  prosecuted,  and  in  each  case  a fine  of  ten  shillings 
was  imposed. 

SCAVENGING. 

Whilst  the  collection  of  house  refuse  may  be  considered 
reasonably  satisfactory,  there  is  a real  need  for  the  adoption  of 
standard  receptacles  throughout  the  district.  The  adoption  of 
standard  refuse  bins  might  obviate  the  need  for  daily  collections 
in  parts  of  the  Area,  and  thus  prove  an  economy.  In  some  cases 
the  sites  chosen  for  refuse  tips  are  undesirable,  and  I am  of 
opinion  that  an  early  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  select  new 
and  less  offensive  tips  in  order  that  some  of  the  existing  tips  may 
be  abandoned. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Council  consider  the 
following  points  in  connection  with  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
house  refuse : — 

1.  The  provision  of  standard  House  Bins  for  householders, 
which  possibly  would  embrace  the  consideration  of  a 
twice  weekly  instead  of  daily  collection. 
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o.  The  disposal  by  burning  in  Refuse  Destructors  on  sites 
sufficiently  high  to  avoid  nuisance  arising  from  in- 
complete combustion  of  waste  gases. 

3.  As  an  alternative,  the  provision  of  tips  or  dumping 
grounds  sufficiently  remote  from  dwellings. 

Until  a better  disposal  scheme  can  be  brought  about,  I. 
would  recommend  the  Council  to  have  the  present  tips 
thoroughly  supervised;  the  papers,  vegetable,  and  putrid 
matters  carefully  buried  into  them  ; and  the  disinfecting  of  the 
tips  when  thought  necessary. 

Condemned  meat,  fish,  and  other  foodstuffs  have  greatly 
increased  in  quantity  recently,  and  at  the  present  time  are  dis- 
posed of  by  burying,  after  disinfection,  in  the  refuse  tips. 

HOUSING. 

The  effect  of  the  housing  shortage  in  the  Maesteg  Area  is 
seriously  handicapping  the  Health  Department  in  their  efforts  to 
improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  existing  dwelling-houses. 
A number  of  houses  which  are  really  beyond  repair  are  allowed 
to  remain  occupied  because  there  is  no  alternative  accommoda- 
tion for  the  tenants. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  encourage  the  building  of 
houses  by  private  enterprise,  but  I regret  to  report  that  very 
little  progress— only  three  such  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year — has  been  made  in  this  direction.  The  Council  are  to 
be  commended  on  their  energies  in  convening  meetings  with 
local  builders  and  in  offering  every  encouragement  possible  for 
the  erection  of  subsidy  houses,  and  I hope  that  their  efforts  may 
eventually  prove  successful.  The  following  is  the  position  at 
the  present  time  (May,  1926)  with  respect  to  Subsidy  Houses : — 

Houses  already  built  under  Subsidy  and  completed...  5 

Houses  now  in  course  of  construction  ...  ...  6 

Houses  approved  for  Subsidy  but  not  yet  commenced,  18 

Non-Subsidy  Houses  in  course  of  construction  ...  2 

The  Council’s  immediate  proposals  are  to  build  25  additional 
Houses  on  the  Park  Site,  and  25  houses  on  the  Caerau  Site.  I 
earnestly  hope  that  ihese  houses  will  be  completed  and  ready  for 
occupation  before  the  end  of  the  present  year. 
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HIGHWAYS. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  a further  Hoad  Scheme  has  been 
completed,  namely,  the  Llwydarth  Road  Improvement.  The 
total  amount  spent  on  the  Hoad  Schemes  since  1921  is,  I under- 
stand, in  the  region  of  £50,000,  which  sum  indicates  the  magni- 
tude of  the  Highways  improvements  within  the  District. 

I am  glad  to  record  that,  in  addition  to  the  Hoad  Schemes 
lefened  to,  the  Council  are  repairing  all  the  Classified  and  other 
Hoads  with  tar  macadam  made  at  the  Council’s  own  Tar  Mac- 
adam Plant. 

PRIVATE  STREET  WORKS. 

Ho  Private  Street  Works  were  undertaken  during  1925,  but 
I tim  pleased  to  record  tliat  tlie  improved  conditions  resulting 
from  the  Council’s  previous  and  somewhat  extensive  carrying  out 
of  this  work  are  well  maintained. 

There  are  still  far  too  many  private  streets  in  a condition  of 
disrepair,  and,  as  such,  acting  against  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  particular  localities.  I appreciate  the 
Council  s difficulty  in  the  matter  of  pursuing  this  work,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  persons  chiefly  affected  by  the  bad  condition 
of  the  streets  are  the  ones  who  would  have  to  bear  the  cost  of  any 
improvements  carried  out.  Despite  this,  I feel  I must  impress 
upon  the  Council  the  fact  that  the  improvement  and  taking  over 
of  Private  Streets  are  matters  of  vital  importance. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  work  of  extending  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  not 
yet  been  carried  out,  and  I earnestly  hope  that  another  year  will 
not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  the  completion  of  this  scheme,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  provision  of  increased  capacity  for  purifica- 
tion. 


Several  sewers,  both  main  and  subsidiary,  have  had  to  be  re- 
paired, and,  in  some  cases,  relaid  owing  to  damage  caused  by 
colliery  subsidence.  I understand  there  are  some  sewers  in  the 
District  very  badly  affected  in  this  respect,  particularly  in  Tonna 
Hoad  and  Glanavon  Terrace.  I cannot  emphasise  too  strongly 
the  danger  to  public  health  thus  caused,  and  I trust  that  this 
state  of  affairs  will  be  remedied  at  the  earliest  possible  opportun- 
ity- 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Nearly  all  the  closets  in  the  district  are  on  the  water  carriage 
system.  Half  of  the  water  closets  are  provided  with  automatic 
flushing  apparati,  hut  the  other  half  are  hand-flushed.  Up  till 
the  present  the  Council  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  enforce 
the  provision  of  automatic  flushes,  in  view  of  the  shortage  of 
water  in  many  parts  of  the  district.  In  the  near  future  it  is 
hoped  that  a plentiful  water  supply  will  be  available  as  a result 
of  file  provision  of  new  storage  reservoirs.  When  these  works 
have  been  completed  it  will  be  advisable  for  the  Council  to  em- 
bark upon  a policy  for  the  compulsory  provision  of  automatic 
flushing  apparati  in  every  water  closet  in  the  district. 

PUBLIC  LAVATORIES. 

There  are  a number  of  Urinals  provided  throughout  the 
District  adjoining  the  highway,  and,  if  properly  and  reasonably 
used,  are  of  much  public  convenience.  I am  informed,  however, 
that  they  are  woefully  misused  and  mutilated,  and  that  any 
kind  of  water  fittings  provided  in  them  for  flushing  purposes  are 
interfered  with  and  broken.  I must  say  that  I have  also  ob- 
served these  conditions  myself.  By  this  means  premises 
intended  as  sanitary  conveniences  become,  I am  afraid,  in  many 
instances,  a public  nuisance. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  eight,  groups  of  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District 
namely : — 

Caerau : Boys’,  Girls’,  and  Infants’. 

Blaenllynfi : Boys’,  Girls’,  and  Infants’. 

Tyderwen  : Mixed  and  Infants’. 

Nantyffyllon : Boys’,  Girls’,  and  Infants’. 

Plasnewydd  Boys’,  Girls’,  and  Infants’. 

Llwynderw : Boys’,  Girls’,  and  Infants’. 

Garth:  Mixed  and  Infants’. 

Roman  Catholic  : Mixed  and  Infants’. 

All  the  Schools  are  of  comparatively  recent  structure,  and 
the  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory.  The  lavatories  are 
periodically  inspected,  and,  where  defects  are  observed,  the 
attention  of  the  Education  Authority  is  drawn  to  the  matter.  In 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  steps  are  taken,  in  conjunction  with 
the  school  authorities,  to  exclude  from  school  all  scholars  who 
have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 


12 


Ilit*  medical  inspection  of  school  children  under  the  Educa- 
tion (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  is  provided  for  by  the 
County  Council. 

I he  new  Secondary  School  is  an  admirable  building,  situ- 
ated in  a splendid  position.  Unfortunately,  the  accommodation 
has  already  proved  to  be  inadequate  to  meet  the  increased  num- 
ber of  children  receiving  Secondary  School  education,  and  I 
understand  that  further  additions  are  to  be  proceeded  with  in  the 
near  future. 

ANNUAL  RAINFALL. 

I he  total  rainfall  for  the  year  1925,  as  registered  by  the 
rain-gauge  at  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  Maesteg,  was 
66.38  inches,  as  compared  with  72.80  inches  in  1924,  and  an 
average  of  64.02  for  the  previous  eighteen  years. 

The  wettest  month  during  the  year  was  February  (8.36 
inches),  and  the  dryest  June  (0.46  inches). 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cases 

Total 

admitted 

Disease. 

Cases 

to 

No.  of 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

...  191 

...  165  . 

...  3 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  33 

...  17 

...  Nil 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  Nil 

...  Nil 

...  Nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  Nil 

...  Nil 

...  Nil 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

...  120 

...  Nil  , 

...  36 

Erysipelas 

8 

...  Nil 

...  Nil 

Pulmonary  and  other  forms  of  Tuber- 

culosis 

...  31 

...  Nil  . 

...  31 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

...  Nil  . 

...  Nil 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths. 

At  home 

I In  hospital 

5 

5 

Nil. 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nli. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  which  were  established  in  1919,  are  still  carry- 
ing out  excellent  work.  The  average  attendances  during  the 
year  were  as  follows  : — 

Average 

Centre  Monthly  Attendance. 

Town  Hall  ...  ...  ...  52 

Horeb  Chapel,  Garth  ...  ...  45 

St.  Peter’s  Church  (Nantyffyllon  Ward)  27 
Hope  Chapel  (Caerau  Ward)  ...  37 

The  Upper  District  (Caerau  and  Nantyffyllon  Wards)  is  in 
charge  of  Nurse  Daniel,  and  the  Lower  District  (East  and  West 
Wards)  was  in  charge  of  Nurse  Lewis  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Centres  consists  of  Consulta- 
tions and  advice  to  mothers  on  the  care  of  their  babies.  I attend 
every  Centre,  and  I feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
excellent  work  which  is  done  by  the  enthusiastic  voluntary 
workers  at  each  Centre.  Baby  foods  (Glaxo  and  Ambrosia)  are 
also  sold  at  the  Centres.  The  Health  Visitors,  in  addition,  carry 
out  ante-natal  and  post-natal  visits. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  record  of  visits  made  and 
general  results  for  the  year : — 

VISITS— 


To  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  238 

To  infants  under  1 year  ...  ...3,215 

To  children  from  1 to  5 years  ...3,601 

To  cases  notified  as,  or  suspected  of, 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  11 

FEEDING — 

Number  of  Breast-fed  Children  ...  476 

Number  of  Bottle-fed  Children  ...  87 

Number  of  otherwise-fed  Children  ...  103 

BIRTHS— 

Number  of  Live  Births  ...  ...  666 

Number  of  Still  Births  ...  ...  32 


Births  notified  (including  Still  Births)  698 
DEATHS  of  Infants  under  1 year 


61 
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The  Maternity  Home  has  been  better  patronised  during  the 
year,  and  has  already  proved  itself  to  be  an  asset  to  the  town. 
I very  much  appreciate  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Midwives 
in  advising  prospective  mothers,  in  certain  cases,  to  seek  admis- 
sion to  the  Maternity  Home. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Births  in  the  district  during  the  year  was 
GOG,  of  which  347  were  males,  and  311  females. 

The  estimated  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  22.31  per  1,000 
persons  living,  as  compared  with  18.30,  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1925.  Our  Birth  Rate  for  the  previous  year  was  25.13 
as  compared  with  the  National  Rate  of  18.80  for  1924. 

HEATHS. 

During  the  year,  329  Deaths  were  registered  as  belonging 
to  this  District.  Included  in  this  total  are  27  inward  transfer- 
able Deaths  ; that  is,  deaths  of  persons  actually  belonging  to 
this  district,  but  occurring  in  other  districts.  The  outward 
transferable  Deaths  numbered  3,  so  that  the  actual  number  of 
Deaths  occurring  in  the  district  was  305. 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  ...  305 

Inward  transferable  Deaths  ...  27 


332 

Outward  transferable  Deaths  ...  3 

Total  Deaths. . . 329 


The  estimated  Death  Rate  represented  by  these  329  Deaths 
for  the  year  1925  is  11.04.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was  12.20. 

In  1924  the  Death  Rate  for  the  District  was  9.66,  and  for 
England  and  Wales  12.20. 

The  Deaths  consisted  of  169  Males  and  160  Females. 

The  27  inward  transferable  Deaths  occurred  in  the  follow- 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Bridgend  Union  Infirmary 

...  6 

0 

6 

Glamorgan  County  Asylum 
Tuberculosis  Institutions 

7 

1 

8 

...  1 

9 

hJ 

3 

Other  Districts 

...  8 

O 

hJ 

10 

Totals...  22 


5 


27 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  and  their  respective 

rates  were 

follows : — 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Measles 

..  12  . 

.40 

Whooping  Cough 

..  13  . 

.43 

Diphtheria 

..  3 . 

.10 

Influenza 

..  9 . 

.30 

Meningococcol  Meningitis 

..  1 . 

.03 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  25  . 

.84 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

...  6 . 

.20 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

...  21  . 

.70 

Rheumatic  Fever 

...  3 . 

.10 

Diabetes 

...  1 . 

.03 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

...  28  . 

.94 

Heart  Disease 

...  17  . 

.57 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

7 

.23 

Bronchitis 

...  32 

1.07 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

...  36 

1.20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

...  4 

.13 

Dicer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

...  3 

.10 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

...  9 

.30 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

...  4 

.13 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

...  1 

.03 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

...  3 

.10 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

.06 

Other  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  etc. 

...  6 

.20 

Congenital  Debility 

...  14 

.47 

Suicide 

...  1 

.03 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

...  18 

. .61 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

...  49 

. 1.64 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

...  1 

. .03 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year,  403  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
were  received,  including  33  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary 
and  other  forms). 
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Flom  following-  I able  it  will  be  seen  what  diseases  were 
notified  and  in  which  Awards  they  occurred  ; 


Caerau. 

Nanty. 

East 

West 

Disease. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  0 

9 

15 

9 

33 

Diphtheria 

..  3 

79 

56 

55 

193 

Ophthalmia  .Neonatorum 

..  1 

1 

0 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

..  75 

35 

9 

11 

130 

Tuberculosis 

..  11 

4 

10 

8 

33 

Erysipelas 

..  3 

0 

5 

0 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

..  0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Total. 

..  93 

129 

95 

86 

403 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  below  the  average  for  past 
years,  and  does  not  call  for  special  comment.  Of  the  33  cases 
notified,  17  were  removed  to  Hospital.  There  were  no  fatal 
cases. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

An  abnormal  number  of  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  during 
the  year,  191  cases  being  notified,  of  which  165  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  One  noticeable  feature  to  be  observed  from  the  fore- 
going Table  is  the  almost  complete  freedom  from  infection  of 
the  Caerau  Ward,  which  has,  in  past  years,  been  the  seat  of 
epidemics.  The  other  three  Wards  were  almost  equally  affected, 
and  therefore  tliQ  epidemic  was  not  confined  to  one  particular 
locality. 

Everything  possible  was  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  in- 
fection. The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  Boys’  and  Girls’ 
Schools,  and  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  Schools  chiefly 
affected.  The  school  children  were  on  several  occasions  exam- 
ined by  School  Medical  Officers,  by  whom  swabs  were  taken  in 
suspected  cases,  and  a few  “carriers”  were  discovered.  These 
children  were  immediately  isolated,  and  kept  apart  from  other 
children  until  they  were  declared  to  be  free  from  infection. 

At  the  Isolation  Hospital  no  patients  were  discharged  until 
swabs  taken  from  both  nose  and  throat  were  declared  by  the 
Bacteriologist  to  be  negative. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  YEAR. 


Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Acts 
Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated 
Re-visits 

Visits  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops 
Visits  to  Bakehouses  ... 

Visits  to  Cinemas 
Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops 
Visits  to  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops 
Slaughter-house  Inspections 


1,431 

226 

472 

311 

57 

48 

65 

124 

320 

650 


In  all,  476  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  to  enforce 
compliance  it  was  necessary  to  serve  40  Statutory  Notices.  In 
addition  149  notices  under  Seel  ion  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875  (Provision  of  Sufficient  Water  Supply)  were  served. 


Police  Court  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  three 
dwelling-houses,  and  a Magistrates’  Order  was  granted  in  each 
case. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

224  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  165  Diphtheria  and  17  Scarlet  Fever  patients  were 
removed  to  Hospital. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Within  the  district  there  are  nine  licensed  and  one  regis- 
tered Slaughter-houses.  The  buildings  are  inspected  periodi- 
cally, and  are  situated  throughout  the  district  as  follows:  — 

3 in  the  Caerau  Ward. 

1 in  the  Nantyffyllon  Ward. 

2 in  the  East  Ward. 

4 in  the  West  Ward. 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  has  emphasised  the  inadequacy  of  your 
present  staff  to  supervise,  in  addition  to  other  essential  duties, 
the  slaughtering  at  irregular  hours  in  the  ten  private  slaughter- 
houses in  ihe  district,  llie  results  of  your  Inspectors'  activities 
in  this  direction  during  the  year  are  clear  proof  of  the  advan- 
tages of  close  supervision  over  slaughter-houses,  etc.,  but  it 
should  be  clearly  borne  in  mind  that  their  efforts  to  efficiently 
parry  out  the  spirit  of  the  Regulations  must  of  necessity  result 
in  the  neglect  of  other,  and  perhaps  equally  important,  duties. 
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The  pressing  need  for  an  established  Public  Abattoir,  the 
provision  of  which  I have  advocated  for  many  years  (and  is, 
perhaps,  regarded  as  a “hardy  annual”),  is  still  as  pronounced  as 
ever.  If,  for  financial  reasons,  this  improvement  is  not  immedi- 
ately possible,  then  I certainly  think  that  your  present  staff  must 
be  augmented. 

A local  butcher  was  prosecuted  for  three  offences  under  the 
Meat  Regulations,  and  was  fined  five  pounds  for  each  of  the 
three  offences. 

FOOD 

The  following  articles  of  food  were,  upon  inspection,  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  destroyed:  — 


Beef 

...  4,320  lbs. 

Mutton 

...  278  „ 

Pork 

...  213  „ 

Hake 

...  40  „ 

Herrings 

...  23  „ 

Prawns 

...  22  „ 

Codlings 

...  140  „ 

Shrimps 

...  31  „ 

Bacon 

...  30  „ 

Tinned  Meats 

...  54  „ 

Cheese 

...  57  „ 

Rabbits 

...  75  „ 

Yorkshire  Polonies 

...  4 „ 

Total...  5,287  lbs. 

Samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  taken  by  the 
Police,  and  I am  indebted  to  Police  Superintendent  Davies,  of 
Bridgend,  for  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the 
district  during  the  year:  — 

New  Milk  ...  ...  15 

All  the  samples,  with  the  exception  of  one,  were  found  to 
be  genuine  and  equal  to  the  required  standard. 

The  exception  related  to  a sample  which  was  deficient  in 
butter  fat  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent.,  and  at  the  subsequent 
Police  Court  proceedings  a penalty  of  £2  10s.  Od.  was  imposed. 

COWSHEDS,  MILKSHOPS,  AND  DAIRIES. 

During  the  year  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  task 
of  improving  the  sanitary  and  structural  conditions  of  Cow- 


19 


the  present  year. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


There  are  124  Factories  and  Workshops  distributed 
throughout  the  district,  classified  as  follows : — 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

I have  already  made  a general  reference  to  the  Housing 
question  elsewhere  in  my  present  Report.  The  number  of 
houses  erected  is  certainly  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year, 
but  I must  again  state  that  the  rate  of  building  is  woefully 
inadequate,  and  the  need  for  more  houses  is  still  of  extreme 
urgency.  I estimate  that  at  least  one  thousand  houses  are  re- 
quired in  the  District  at  the  present  time,  and  I feel  I need 
hardly  point  out  to  the  Council  the  desirability  of  giving 
primary  consideration  to  this  question  during  the  next  few 
years. 


Tailoring 

Millinery 

Tinware 

Joinery 

Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Saddlery 

Bread-making 

Dress-making 

Boot-making 

Watch  Repairing  ... 

Smithies 

Photography 

Laundry 

Bottling  Stores 

Hosiery 

Dyers  and  Cleaners 
Stone-dressing 


14 

14 

1 

10 

3 
2 

28 

17 

16 

4 
4 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 


Total...  124 


20 


Number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  22 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  3 

L Unfit  Dwelling-houses.  Inspections:  — 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

Housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,421 

(2)  Number  of  Houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Hous- 
ing (Inspection  of  District  Regula- 
tions, 1910)  ...  ...  ...  73 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 
ceding sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  113 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  406 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwelling -bouses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices : — 

(i)  By  Owners  ...  ..Nil 

(ii)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders  be- 
came operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  inten- 
tion to  close  ...  ...  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  40 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  34 

(ii)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and 

15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made 

with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  Dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  de- 

molished in  pursuance  of  Demoli- 
tion Orders  ...  ...  Nil 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
ot  the  Council  for  the  careful  consideration  they  have  given  to 
my  previous  reports,  and  for  their  helpful  co-operation  in  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department.  I also  wish  to  thank  Mr. 
b.  J.  Harpur,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  for  supply- 
ing many  important  particulars  which  are  included  in  this 
Report. 

May  I also  add  my  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
by  the  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  through- 
out the  year? 

I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


WALTER  KIRKBY. 

\ 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  ANI)  WORKPLACES. 


l.— INSPECTION. 


Written  Occupiers 

Premises.  Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecuted 


Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  112 
Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  208 
Workplaces  (other  than  Out-workers’ 

Premises)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


3 ...  Nil 

8 ...  Nil 

Nil  ...  Nil 


Total...  320  ...  11  ...  Nil 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Particulars. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Found.  Remedied.  Inspector.  Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

..  Nil 

..  Nil 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

2 

Nil 

..  Nil 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient 

3 

3 

...  Nil 

..  Nil 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

...  Nil 

..  Nil 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Offences  under  Factory 

and  W orkshop  Acts . . . 

Nil 

..  Nil 

..  Nil 

..  Nil 

Total... 

11 

...  11 

...  Nil 

...  Nil 

24 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  (CIVILIANS  ONLY)  IN  MAESTEG  URBAN 

DISTRICT,  1925. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Causes 

1.  — Enteric  Fever 

2.  — Small-pox 

3.  — Measles 

4.  — Scarlet  Fever 

5.  — Whooping  Cough 

6.  — Diphtheria 

7. - — Influenza 

8.  — Encephalitis  Letliargica  ... 

9.  — Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1C-  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System... 
11- — Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12.  — Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

13.  — Rheumatic  Fever 

14.  — Diabetes 

15.  — Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

16.  — Heart  Disease 

17.  — Arterio-sclerosis 

18.  — Bronchitis  ... 

19. — Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

20. - — Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

21.  — Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

22.  — Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

23.  — Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

24.  — Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

25.  — Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

26. — Puerperal  Sepsis 

27.  — Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

28.  — Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion, Premature  Birth 

29. - — Suicide 

30.  — Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

31.  — Other  Defined  Diseases 

32.  — Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 
Total 

Illegitimate 


M. 

169 

0 

0 

6 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

13 

4 

9 

1 

1 

12 

10 

4 

24 
17 

3 

1 

5 
1 
0 
2 
0 

0 

6 
1 

13 

25 
1 
0 
0 
0 


29 

3 


F. 

...  160 
...  0 

...  0 

...  6 

...  0 

...  8 

...  3 

...  4 

...  0 

...  1 

...  12 

...  2 

...  12 

...  2 

...  0 

...  16 

7 

...  3 

...  8 

...  19 
...  1 

...  2 

...  4 

...  3 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

...  6 

...  8 

...  0 

...  5 

...  24 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 


...  32 
...  2 


Total  Births  ... 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


...  347  ...  319 

...  335  ...  311 

...  12  ...  8 


Population 


...  29,850 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 
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